374                     QUEEN  ELIZABETH   I

Affection was false. All these months Essex had been nursing
the treasonable thoughts which possessed his mind in Ireland.
On his return to England he had committed his fortunes to the
Earl of Southampton and Lord Mountjoy. These two and
others, about the end of October, when there was fear of his
being sent to the Tower, had suggested that he should escape.
He answered that if they could think of no better course than
a poor flight, he would rather run any danger. Almost at once,
Mountjoy's appointment to succeed Essex in Ireland offered the
better course: it brought the Irish army under their control
again. The new Lord Deputy - in this revealing the same men-
tality as the Huguenots in the past, who imagined that they
neutralized rebellion by securing the support of a Prince of the
Blood - sent secretly to James VI, with whom he had previously
been intriguing, promising that if he would enter into the cause
and prepare an army, he - Mountjoy - would bring over four
or five thousand men from Ireland, re-establish Essex in power,
and declare James heir to the throne. The messenger ultimately
returned with a satisfactory, if cautious answer, but was dis-
covered and imprisoned. Elizabeth said nothing. Mountjoy was
already in Ireland, and, away from the dangerous influence of
Ms mistress, Lady Rich, was becoming absorbed, like the cap-
able Viceroy he was, in an honest task.

In April Essex sent a letter by the Earl of Southampton, ask-
ing Mountjoy to bring over his army and land in Wales. He
refused. The imprisonment of his messenger had alarmed him,
and since Essex no longer had any reason to fear for his life, he
was unwilling to go to such lengths in order to satisfy private
ambition. Balked for the moment, by the end of July Essex was
again busy with a plan for seizing the Court by main force, and
once more sent to Ireland asking Mountjoy for a number of
captains and men of quality, and also for a letter countenancing
the conspiracy, with which to coerce the Queen. He expected a
following that would bring him to Court cin such peace, as a
dog should not wag his tongue against him!' James was on the
Border at the time with a strong force: possibly an accident,
possibly not. Mountjoy upset the plan by urging patience, and.